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JOHNNY
EVERS.

ohnny Evers Declares the
Underhand Throw Is the
One Essential Thing that
the Guardian of Keystone
Sack Must Possess Qut-

side Usual

Physical and

Mental Qualifications.

T'S tha underhand throw,” sald
Johnny Evers, when asked
what he considered the one
mont essential quality of the

second baseman. Tt used to

be sald that the difference be-

twaen a minor and a major

league player woas the last foot
of the path to first base. The major leaguer
kept going, and with added speed, If possible,
while the minor player slowed up, If gnything.
Al least thnt waa the generil supposition.

“It's that way about playing sscond base Of
€ourse. thers are all the other physical qualifi-
cations and also the mental ones, but to my
nilnd the underhand throw ls the ons sssentinl
that makes the sccand bapeman—the under-
hand throw, and equally Important, Its proper
control.  Anyone can throw underhand, in n
way. But the throw is useless znd worse if
the second haseman dorsn't control it. Control

means a8 much on the part of the pecond Lase-
man as It doos to Lthe plteher.

“It"s the underhand throw that qulekens the
tme from the second bameman to first op second
or third, wWhorever the ball 1= destined for. And
It I8 the underband throw that, in hundreds of
lnnlances, hins cheoked the runner where thers
Wwould be no chance at wll if the flelder had (o
Atralghten out and throw overhand,

"When the nccond besemnn Is playing back
&nd he stops a hot roller or Knoeks down u liner,
nine-tenths of the time ke hos=n't the time to
stralghten up, 1 Is here that the underlinnd
throw comen In. And lots of thmes he has 1o
Emb up the ball and toss it while he In etill
running. Iy fokes practice to thake these hur-
tied throws, andy anotiice thl % th

e Voungstlor
must ba coreful of his arm, Therp s o cortain

anap, of courge, which ole must uge, but young
ployvers, ezpeclally nre Prone to put too much
smap lnto the vnderhana throw, and as u pre-
Kult thelr armu don’t last as lung un they would
Qrharwine,

TAS A omistier of faol, it Ix more of o swing
tan A smap behind the throw Somethines |t
# hurey 1 put more A than usudl, Lut, as o
rale, my underhind threw s rmore
der of a swinging

on the or-
motion, and It does not Ure

the arm nor Injure It The youngster who
atarts out playing second base and uses a SNUD
lo his underhand throw willl be iaid up with a
AOTE ATmM. prelly soon Sometirues when lia
plays but one or two Eames o woek ho muy get
by with It. DBut when he gets to playlng overy
day the snap will tell very quiekly on his arm.

“The real underhand throw Is & natural mo-
tlon If It s properly controlled. the ENAD throw
e not natural, and hence It s injurlous to the
arm.

"The second bnsaman must have & perfect
working understanding with the rhortstop; he
must study his companion guardlen of the sack,
and you will find that the best Inflalds are thoss
in which the shortatop and second basemon
work In perfect unison. Where they don't, It
e 0 wenk Infleld. Each must know whose duty
it In each time to toke the throw from the
catcher or pitcher when there is a runner on,
and whose duty It Is to back up the throw
Whenaver the signals get crossed, and there Is
no excuse for this, or whenever the two are not
working In perfect accord, then It means disas-
ter, especially §f the opposition is Eetting many
men on the bags Second is the keystone of
the Infield and it 1s right around that bag that
MANY gnimes are won and lost.

Evers says that Lajole appenared to him tha
neatest and most graceful of second basemen,
*Tlos nevar n|_n.-rr.3 to mums anything up, ur he
never did In the gunies I have geen Bitm P’y
pald Evers, "Everything was done with ruch
apparent ease thers dido't appear to Le much
effort put in his work; he MaAn't scem o spill
himselt about ke some gecond basemen, mnd
he was always graceful.”

Lajola still i gracoeful and neat In his Neld.
Ing, but at that Evers and many anothoy

ally go after hard chances which Lalole
more

prob:
th his

outhful doya never Nothered nbi i

lole 4% not the Nelder lie was SOMe 3 enn o
DUt o s 8till 5 groat second basemn

Is =uill ae Tast ax somo of his more yvaout
rivials, Last year he plaved in 11D gnumes

the Athletics, made 2m putoies,
crrors and manked eighth
Leagun

M2 ammists, 20
ninong Americs
second-sackers, with n

Nelding avers

ol And In 120 games Le hatted ox0 1)
I sl guod for another EONSGTE Or #n Ha is 0
MR Powerlful man and wntle he hss be

Eoing back for keveral years e is el o grows
plnyer

Evers himselt s one of tne great gecond.
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posslbly the best

Ereat showing made by the Boston Braves In the Hraves which no other team had. And

yet this sume energy and vim were overdone
i 1915, 80 much %0 that the Hoston team be-
came unpopular, in & way with the public, but
especlally with the other teams.
wuch the fault of Evers, however.
olther teams have always liked Evers. What
he sald on the lleld wans forgotten by them after
recognized his outbursts but
But they did not mso
cendily averlook outhursts on the part of other

nemiwtn of the team

i the best In the game todas

Colling of the
Lyvery one knowa of the great Tinker to Evers
Chuance

Inst yvear lind Evers played in every game with
thoe Braves they would have won the ponnant

It was not so

Eraves mochine

I® NGO misnomer,

guod, or nearly

* fielding about

Hakes him ot great player
In every

wha

il e & Necon
department of ciiled the “Xmicle Man soondbaseman
partine f He Is not regarded as o

great second baseman, howaver. Larry Doyle,
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Nlehoff, Viex, Zimmerman, who played 10
Fames at socond last year, and Fitbpatrick an
other good second-sackers In the Natlon
League, but nono of these ranks with Evers.
There are many who contend that Eddle Cok
lins of the White Box Is the greatest
baseman In the game. Coldns is very fast, and
s n graceful flelder llkewims. He 1ia larger
physically than Evers, and he is e harder hitter
than his N. L. rival. Last year in 153 gamas he
made 344 putouts, 487 assists and 29 errors for
A felding average of ,874. He ranked sscond
among the A. L. mecond bakeman, Bauman of

New TYork, who plaved tn 43 gamed, ranking
him i the flelding averages, =
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